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PRAYING THE PRAYERS OF PAUL 

The apostle Paul was inspired to write out the prayers that he prayed over the various churches 
He was responsible for. They not only show us how to pray but reveal what God’s will is for us 
today.  We are encouraged in 1 John 5:14,15 to believe that if we pray the will of God He will 
hear us and give us whatever we are asking for: 

“Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His 
will, He hears us. And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have 
the petitions that we have asked of Him.”     

     We can pray these prayers over ourselves and over those we care about.  I have done this for 
years and have seen real benefit from it. Pray them over your friends, family, church, and over 
those who are over you in the Lord for the next 30 days and see what happens. Keep in mind, 
God does not want us to pray by rote, but from the heart and by faith, otherwise this will not 
profit us at all (Hebrews 4:2). 
     I have taken these prayers from the New King James Bible, but I have also written out key 
lines from other translations to help gain additional insights into the will of God. I have 
personalized them to give you an example of how they can be applied to our lives today. 
Ephesians 1:15-20  “Therefore I also, after I heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love 
for all the saints, do not cease to give thanks for you, making mention of you in my prayers: that 
the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give to you the spirit of wisdom and 
revelation in the knowledge of Him, the eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that you 
may know what is the hope of His calling, what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in 
the saints, and what is the exceeding greatness of His power toward us who believe, according to 
the working of His mighty power which He worked in Christ when He raised Him from the dead 
and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places.” 

The Phillips translation: “Since, then, I heard of this faith of yours in the Lord Jesus, and the 
practical way in which you are expressing it toward fellow Christians, I thank God continually 
for you and I never give up praying for you; and this is my prayer: That God, the Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ and the all-glorious Father, will give you spiritual wisdom and the insight to 
know more of Him: that you may receive that inner illumination of the Spirit, which will make 
you realize how great is the hope to which He is calling you—the magnificence and splendor of 
the inheritance promised to Christians—and how tremendous is the power available to us who 
believe.” 

 
PERSONALIZED: Ephesians 1:15-20 “Father, I pray that you would give me the spirit of 
wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of You. I want to know you more! Open the eyes of my 
heart so that I may know what is the hope of my calling and what are the real riches that you 
have for me, which are hidden in the Body of Christ. Open my eyes so I can see what you see in 
us. Show me the miraculous power that is available to us who believe.  Allow me to experience 
the same power that You used when you raised Jesus from the dead.” 

 
Ephesians 3:14-21 “For this reason I bow my knees to the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
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from whom the whole family in heaven and earth is named, that He would grant you, according 
to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened with might through His Spirit in the inner man, that 
Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; that you, being rooted and grounded in love, may 
be able to comprehend with all the saints what is the width and length and depth and height; to 
know the love of Christ which passes knowledge; that you may be filled with all the fullness of 
God. Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, 
according to the power that works in us, to Him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus to all 
generations, forever and ever. Amen.” 

 

The Phillips translation: “When I think of the greatness of this great plan I fall on my knees 
before God the Father (from whom all fatherhood, earthly or heavenly derives its name), and I 
pray that out of the glorious richness of His resources He will enable you to know the strength of 
the Spirit’s inner reinforcement—that Christ may actively live in your hearts by your faith. And I 
pray that you, firmly fixed in love yourselves, may be able to grasp (with all Christians) how 
wide and deep and long and high is the love of Christ—and to know for yourselves that love so 
far beyond our comprehension. May you be filled through all your being with God Himself! 
Now unto Him who by His power within us is able to do far more than we ever dare to ask or 
imagine—to Him be glory in the Church through Jesus Christ forever and ever, Amen! 

 
PERSONALIZED: Ephesians 3:14-21 “Father, strengthen me with might by Your Spirit in my 
inner man. I want Christ to abide in me, so that I can rooted and grounded in love, so that I may 
be able to comprehend with my heart the width and length and depth and height of the love of 
Christ, in a way that I will never be able to fully grasp with my head; Take me beyond my own 
limited thinking so that I may be filled with all the fullness of God/Love. You are able to do 
exceedingly abundantly above all that I ask or think, because of Your miraculous power which is 
at work in me.  Do it, O Lord, by your glory and for your glory. Amen!” 

 
Philippians 1:8-11 “For God is my witness, how greatly I long for you all with the affection of 
Jesus Christ. And this I pray, that your love may abound still more and more in knowledge and 
all discernment, that you may approve the things that are excellent, that you may be sincere and 
without offense till the day of Christ, being filled with the fruits of righteousness which are by 
Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God.” 

 

Verse 9 from The Amplified Bible: “...that your love may abound yet more and more and 
extend to its fullest development in knowledge and all keen insight—that is, that your love may 
display itself in greater depth of acquaintance and more comprehensive discernment; so that you 
may surely learn to sense what is vital, and approve and prize what is excellent and of real 
value.” 

 
PERSONALIZED: Philippians 1:8-11 “Lord, I pray that You would cause Your love to grow in 
me more and more, so that it will increase my spiritual knowledge and my ability to discern, so 
that I can perceive and taste the things that are excellent, and so that I can be sincere and without 
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offense until I stand before You on the Day. I ask that you fill me with the fruits of righteousness 
which come from You, to the glory and praise of Your Name Lord.” 

 
Colossians 1:9-18  “For this reason we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for 
you, and to ask that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all wisdom and spiritual 
understanding; that you may walk worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing Him, being fruitful in every 
good work and increasing in the knowledge of God; strengthened with all might, according to 
His glorious power, for all patience and longsuffering with joy; giving thanks to the Father who 
has qualified us to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in the light. He has delivered us 
from the power of darkness and conveyed us into the kingdom of the Son of His love, in whom we 
have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins. He is the image of the invisible God, 
the firstborn over all creation. For by Him all things were created that are in heaven and that 
are on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities or powers. All 
things were created through Him and for Him. And He is before all things, and in Him all things 
consist. And He is the head of the body, the church, who is the beginning, the firstborn from the 
dead, that in all things He may have the preeminence.” 

 

From the Twentieth Century Version: 

vs 10 “Your lives will bear fruit and your characters will grow through a fuller knowledge of 
God.” 

vs 11 “...Strength to endure with patience, and even with gladness, whatever befalls you.” 

vs 13 “He has delivered us from the tyranny of darkness, and has removed us into the Kingdom 
of His Son, who is the embodiment of His Love,” 

vs 18 “Being the first to be born again from the dead, He is the source of its life, that He in all 
things may stand first.” 

 
PERSONALIZED: Colossians 1:9-18 “Lord, I ask that You fill me with the knowledge of Your 
will, and with wisdom and spiritual understanding; so that I may walk worthy of You, pleasing 
You in everything I do. I want to be fruitful in everything I say and do. Increase my knowledge 
of You; Strengthen me with all might, Lord, according to You miraculous power that is at work 
within me, so that I may endure whatever comes my way, with cheer and hope. Give me 
longsuffering accompanied by joy; I want to live a life of thanksgiving towards You, Father, 
because You have enabled me to be a partaker of the inheritance of the saints of light. You have 
wonderfully delivered me from the darkness which once ruled over me and have translated me 
into the kingdom of Your dear Son. Thank you for redeeming me through Your blood, and for 
forgiving me of all my sins. As I look to Jesus, help me to see what You are really like, 
Father.  By You all things were created that are in heaven and that are on earth, visible and 
invisible, including every level of authority. All things were created through You and for You. 
Because of You everything is held together, in the earth, in heaven, and in my own life. Thank 
you that Jesus is the Head of the Body, and I pray that Jesus may have the preeminence in my 
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church, my family, and in my life.” 

 
1 Thessalonians 3:10-13 “...night and day praying exceedingly that we may see your face and 
perfect what is lacking in your faith. Now may our God and Father Himself, and our Lord Jesus 
Christ, direct our way to you. And may the Lord make you increase and abound in love to one 
another and to all, just as we do to you, so that He may establish your hearts blameless in 
holiness before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ with all His saints.” 

  

From the New English Bible: “What thanks for all the joy you have brought us, making us 
rejoice before God while we pray most earnestly night and day to be allowed to see you again 
and to mend your faith where it falls short. May our God and Father of our Lord Jesus, bring us 
direct to you; and may the Lord make your love mount and overflow towards one another and 
towards all, as our love does towards you. May He make your hearts firm, so that you may be 
able to stand before our God and Father holy and faultless when our Lord Jesus comes with all 
those who are His own.” 

 
PERSONALIZED: 1 Thessalonians 3:10-13 “Lord, completely finish whatever is lacking in my 
faith. Please make me to increase, and even abound, in love towards others, just as You have 
loved me. Lord, establish my heart and cause me to be blameless so that I can stand before you, 
now and forever, with those who have gone on before me.” 

 
Philemon 1:4-7 “I thank my God, making mention of you always in my prayers, hearing of your 
love and faith which you have toward the Lord Jesus and toward all the saints, that the sharing of 
your faith may become effective by the acknowledgment of every good thing which is in you in 
Christ Jesus. For we have great joy and consolation in your love, because the hearts of the saints 
have been refreshed by you, brother.” 

 

From the New International Version: “I thank my God as I remember you in my prayers, 
because I hear about your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love for all saints. I pray that you may 
be active in sharing your faith, so that you will have a full understanding of every good thing we 
have in Christ. Your love has given me great joy and encouragement, because you, brother, have 
refreshed the hearts of the saints.” 

 
PERSONALIZED: Philemon 1:4-7 “Thank you Father, for allowing me to share my faith, and 
to do it effectively. Help me to do it often so that I can gain a fuller appreciation of every good 
thing I have been given in Christ Jesus. Extend your love through me to others so that we are 
refreshed at a heart level over and over again.  Thank You!” 

 


